KENTUCKY SPOTLIGHT

GAMBLING ON KENTUCKY'S FUTURE

Governor Steve Beshear Speaks Out
By Howard McEwen, CFA | hmcewen@cincygentlemen.com

The Son of a Baptist Minister is
Betting on The Comonwealth.
KE NTU C Governor Steve Beshear
got off to a rocky start in
his first meeting with the Kentucky legisla-
ture. After declaring the Commonwealth in
a fiscal crisis, his push to put casino gambling
before the voters failed and he proposed —
contrary to a campaign promise — a 70-cent
hike in cigarette taxes. The legislature gave
him 25 cents per pack.
Recently, the governor sat down with
Cincinnati Gentlemens Howard McEwen

for a one-on-one interview to discuss the
past legislative session and what the future

holds for Northern Kentucky.
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CG: You've first went to
Frankfort in 1974, how has
Northern Kentucky’s influence
changed in those years?
Beshear: Northern Kentucky’s
influence on the state level has
increased tremendously over the
past several years. One of the
reasons is because of its growth and
development and, obviously, having
become one of the big economic
engines that drive this state. That
has elevated its importance to the
whole Commonwealth even more.

CG: What can Northern
Kentucky look forward to from
the Beshear administration?
Northern Kentucky is
going to be receiving a tremendous
amount of attention from a Beshear

Beshear:

administration. As I mentioned, it is
one of our main economic engines
and it can do even better with
some attention from Frankfort...
I'm forming partnerships with
different groups and folks in
Northern Kentucky to make sure
that state government is doing its
part in moving Northern Kentucky
forward.

The Vision 2015 effort here has
really made a tremendous difference
and had a great positive impact on
this whole area. The fact that the
civic and political leadership have
come together ignoring artificial
boundaries like county lines and city
lines has allowed this area to focus
on its strengths and to grow much
faster in a positive manner than it
could have otherwise.

I always hold Northern
Kentucky up as an example when
I go around the state talking about
regionalism and the fact that we are
going to have to work together as
regions to move other parts of the
state forward. Northern Kentucky is
the prime example of how effective
you can be when you do just that.
When you come together, forget
your boundary lines, and work as a
people to improve the quality of life

of an area.

CG: You had a rough

couple of months. What

goals are on the horizon?
Beshear: We're obviously going to
be working very hard on economic
development  because  creating
new jobs in this state is the key to
everything else that we want to do.
It will create the revenue we need
to continue our momentum in
education both in the K-12 area,

the early childhood education, and
in higher education and to continue
the momentum in health care and
other areas we need to concentrate
on to improve the quality of life for
our people. We're going to work in
the areas of education — particularly
early childhood education...Right
now, we have too many children in
our state that do not get the benefits
of early childhood
development and programs. Every
study indicates that when those
children hit kindergarten and the
first grade and have to compete
against children that have had those
advantages, those kids have about
a 10% chance of being successful.
Because of that we are in many ways

education

losing the war very early in a person’s

life.

CG: Looking back on your first
session as governor, any lessons
learned you'll apply to future
sessions?

Beshear: Well, we had our share of
victories and disappointments. When
I came into office in December, I
inherited two very big problems.
The first problem was the financial
crisis — probably the worst financial
crisis in modern Kentucky history —
and we've had to move aggressively
to balance our budget because unlike
the federal government our state
government must balance its budget.
I'm glad of that because we dont
need to print money like the federal
government does and get ourselves
deeper in debt. But it’s been
difficult...I was disappointed that we
didn't raise more revenue to soften
the effect of the reductions that
we're having to make. I proposed two
different possible courses of revenue.
I pushed to get the expanded gaming
amendment on the ballot to allow
people to vote on that.

CG: Is that something you'll
pursue in the future?

Beshear: I don't think that issue is
dead. Every poll I've seen indicates
that about 80% of the people in
this state want the right to vote on
that issue. Whether they’re for it or
against it - they want to be able to
express themselves. So I'm hopeful
that we can continue to work on that
issue and develop a plan to get it on
the ballot. The other proposal I made
was a 70 cent increase in the cigarette
tax. It has two benefits. One is it
will create substantial and additional
revenue for things like education and
health care, but the other equally big
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